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Acts 2:42-47; John 10:1-10 

1 Peter 2:19-25
19 For one is approved if, mindful of God, he endures pain while suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is it, if when you do wrong and are beaten for it you take it patiently? But if when you do right and suffer for it you take it patiently, you have God's approval. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin; no guile was found on his lips. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he trusted to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
How are we to understand our lives?

The Apostle Peter tells us what we have been called into:

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 

[1 Peter 2:21]

To have an example, that means we have something to live up to.  A goal we strive to meet.

If you want to play football, your example might be John Elway or maybe Brian Urlacher.  So can you live up to that?

If you want to be a political leader, George Washington or Winston Churchill would be good examples.  Can you pull that off?

If you’re in Literature, your example could be Ernest Hemingway or T.S. Eliot, or in music, your example would be Johann Sebastian Bach or Waylon Jennings.

And, if we swing over to religion, then your example could be Jesus Christ.

An example sets the bar to live up to.  Actually, then, Jesus Christ left as an example leaves Jesus as being something of a new Lawgiver, something to measure your life up to.  If you know what Jesus would do, then do that—he’s your example.  Can you live up to that?

But the word Peter uses that is translated as example actually gives a quite different picture.  And it is a comforting picture for our lives.  The word Peter uses is the Greek word that would be literally translated as “under-drawing,” or “under-writing.”  It is the word for that which is written down so that something can be laid over it and traced off of it.  It is not an example so much as it is the sure and certain writing, or the sure and certain form from which is traced the true lines.

So Christ is, Peter says, that which is written under, that which underlies and gives sureness and form to your whole life.


We can forget this.  We can think of our lives as lived autonomously, as if we’re hanging out there all by ourselves, and while we’re hanging out there, we hope we make good decisions and follow good examples so that, at the end of the day, our lives might be worth something.

No, says Peter, there is something undergirding your life, written under your life; it is Christ Jesus, the suffering servant.  Your life is not separate from him, not dangling on its own.  

We might think of it as being like a road.  We drive down the road and think we are driving on blacktop.  Until we see a road being built, and understand that the blacktop does not stand on its own.  It’s overlaid on a carefully built foundation that won’t let the blacktop split and crack into oblivion.  

Our lives are traced on Christ Jesus.  

“For to this you have been called,”

says Peter,
“because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an underwriting, that you are shown forth in his steps.

This involves our whole life.  It’s not as if we have an example of how to live our life in sports, of how to live our life in the kitchen—maybe we could use Emeril or Bobby Flay for that—and an example for politics or whatever else, and Jesus just happens to be our example for the religious part.  Rather, there is no religious part—our whole life is traced and written over Jesus.  Jesus is there at every part—our whole life.

So Jesus describes who he is to us—John 10:3:

the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.

He is our shepherd, we are his sheep.  But he is the shepherd who calls his own sheep by name.  A name speaks of the whole person, the whole you, the whole me.  It’s not part of us, not a piece of us, but everything that belongs to our names.  Everything we are, everything we intend and everything we do, it all belongs to our name.

When Jesus, the Good Shepherd, calls us by name, he is gathering us to himself, gathering the whole of us to himself, including those things we would want to hide from him.  But he want to whole us, for he is the guardian and shepherd of our lives, and when he puts his Name on us in Baptism, that is just what he is doing—cleansing our lives, forgiving the sin of our bodies and our minds and everything that belongs to our name, sanctifying us for eternal life.  1 Peter 2:25:

For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.

This is the call of our Baptism.  The Shepherd of our souls, who was reviled for us, but did not revile in return, who suffered, but did not threaten those who humiliated him, who bore our sins in his body on the cross—the Shepherd of our souls, knowing our sin, has called us by name and put his Name on us in Baptism.  

We are his.  Now our lives are traced over his.  Everything that we are, that we do, he is the foundation of all.

And when we do sin, when we do go our own way, when we are tempted to think that we live our lives apart from him, he is the Shepherd.  The Shepherd calling us by name, gathering us back to himself, giving us the gift of repentance, and forgiving us.


When Jesus is the Shepherd, that is the life of a sheep.  A life of repentance and being always returned to the Shepherd.  It is the life of the Gospel, and in that life, he is keeping us in his footsteps. 

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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I PETER 2:19-25

